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New cases of extra secondaries

in passerines

C. BARRIOCANAL, J. L. COPETE, 5. GALAN & R. MARINE

On 04.07.93 a second year {Euring cade 5] mofe Citril finch
Serinus citrinella with on extra feather inserted under the first
secondary of the lefl wing wos lrapped of Lo Moling (Byrenees,
Girona, NE Spain). The right wing showed the normal number of
feathers. The wing formula was similar to o sample of birds of the
same sex frapped at the some site. The abnormal position of
insertion of the extra secondary seems therefore not 1o have
affected the overalf shope of the wing. This conrasts with another
published report on the Serin Serinus serinus, in which the extra
feather offected the wing-shope. Two addiional cases, one of o
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus, and the other of a Cid
Bunting Emberiza cirlus, ore also reporied.
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Despite the reports of Stresemann [1963)
and Melville (1985} on extria wing flightlec-
thers, the dala on passerines is yet scarce
[Bertolero et al. 1992, Bigas & Copete 1992,
Copete e al. 1092, Fernandez 1993}, Re-
ports on this anomaly are therefore still needed
to quaniify the extent of the phenomenon.

The Citril Finch Serinus citrinefla presenis
six secondaries, and like most Palearctic
posserines |Ginn & Melville 1983] it shows
19 wing Hightfeathers. On 4.07.93 a sec-
ond vear {Euring code 5) male Citril Finch

was tapped at la Molino (Alp, Girono,
4223 N, 01.53 E} with an extra secondary
in the left wing. This feather was inserted
anomalously under the first secondary, and
showed a size of one third less than the rest
of secondaries. The right wing showed the
normal number of feathers. A Hest between
the wirg lormula loccording to Mlikovsky
1978] of the abrermal bird ond a sample
of 8 birds of the same sex and Luring ages
5 or 6, revealed no significont differences
in the shope of the wing lindexes 5 and P
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ol Mlikovsky, and length of the first eight
primaries, in all the cases p was NSJ. Al
though the effeci of the small somple size
cannot be discardead, this result contrasts with
the report of Copele ef al. [1992); in that
case the wingformula was different from that
of the mean populotion; this could be due
to the fact thet the extra secondary was
harmoniously placed, which probably
coused an overall reorganization of the feo-
thers in the wing. Our bird presented the
extra secondary abnormally inserted, allow-
ing @ normal position for the resl of feathers
and, consequently, a normal wingformula.
These published reports, 1o which we
should add some recently recorded cases in
others species |Acrocephalus scirpaceus, D.
Bigos pers. com.; Emberizo cirlus, D. Robson
pers. com | suggest that the presence of exira
wing flightfeathers in passerines may be
more extended than previously stated. A
regulor examination of numbers of feathers
by ringers, ond comparisons of wingformy-
los between normol and atypical wings are
necessary 1o clorify the rate of appearance
of this phenomenon, and to ascertain 1o whal
extent the presence of odditional feathers
can change the wing-shapes of passerines. ®
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RESUMEN.

Nuevos casos de secundarias exfra en
paseriformes.

Fl dia 04.07 93, un ejemplar de segur-
do oo calendario fcodigo Ewing 5} de
Verderdn serano Serinus citrinella con vna
pluma extra insertada bajo fo primera secun-
daria del ola izquierda, fue coplurado en
o MolingfPirines de Girona, NE de Espo-
Aal. El ala derecha presenioba el ndmero
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habitual de plumos. La lormua alor se com
pord con las de una muestro de oves def
mismo sexo capluradas en o misma zong,
resullando similor o ésias, por lo que lo
insercion anormal de fo secundaria extra no
porecia ofectar a lo forma del alo. Este caso
no coincide con oo descrito en un Yerdecillo
Serinus serinus, en el cual lo pluma extra afectd
o lo forma del oo, Dos casos adicionales,
vno en un Corricero comiin Acrocephalus scir
paceus y oo en un Escribono Soteio Embertr
za cirlus, han sido fambién dascritos.
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